Cloverleaf Lakes Protective Association 2007 Annual Meeting 
Date: May 27, 2007
Location: Rustic Resort
Time: 1 p.m.

Attendees: Board members Bob Tomashek, Fran West-Tomashek, Steve Joosten, Joe Mass, Jim Aumann, Dennis Thornton; about 60 members of the Cloverleaf Lakes Protective Association
A. Business Meeting

1. President Bob Tomashek gave a welcome and introduced guests, including County Board Supervisor Sandy Polzin and Town Board Supervisor Harold Polzin, as well as lake plan coordinators Esther Letven, Kery Kafka, Chris Sampson, Ed Stuebe, Carol Wegner and Dennis Thornton.

2. Minutes of the 2006 annual meeting, held May 21, 2006, were read. Dave Morack moved, Ed Stuebe seconded approval of minutes. All in favor.

3. Fran West-Tomashek presented the treasurer’s report. Assets total $56,144.75. Membership as of this date is 150. She encouraged residents to join the association. She also explained that much of the savings have been earmarked for control of invasive species and other lake quality issues. Ellyn Dercks moved, Kery Kafka seconded approval of the treasurer’s report. All in favor.

4. The long-range plan was presented by board member Jim Aumann. He explained aspects of the three-year plan, including control of invasive species, boat monitoring, shoreland restoration and sediment control. He also discussed the annual golf outing scheduled for July 25 and a new triathlon scheduled on Labor Day weekend.
5. Election of board members followed. Steve Joosten’s second three-year term and Joe Mass’ one-year term to complete a term have expired. Joosten chose not to run again. Esther Letven moved, Vicki Banach seconded the nomination of Joe Mass to a three-year term. Dave Morack moved, Ron Popp seconded nominations be closed. All in favor. Bob Tomashek asked for volunteers to fill the second open seat and no one responded. The seat will remain vacant for now.

B. Progress on Lake Management Planning
Esther Letven introduced the discussion of the Lake Management Plan. She said there were several different phases in the process. Study groups had researched various lake issues, including invasive species, recreation, habitat and water quality. Their reports had been consolidated in February 2006 into a Lake Management Plan. Temporary task forces and permanent action teams were formed to implement the plan.
1. Task Force Reports

· Bio-Chemical Indicators Task Force. Esther Letven said this group studied a number of water quality indicators, including secchi disks, oxygen, phosphorous and other chemicals to see which should be recorded and tracked. The long-term results will record data to see what trends develop. The group recommended tracking sentinel species including bald eagles, loons and frogs that indicate health of the lakes. It recommended a permanent action team to track bio-chemical indicators and a permanent fisheries committee. It also recommended tracking invasive species and educating residents on lake quality issues.
· Fisheries: Chris Sampson said the Fisheries Task Force plans to take a survey this summer of residents and visitors to see what fish they are catching and what type of fish they like to catch. He said there is no Department of Natural Resources management plan for the lakes and that the DNR only surveys the fishery through boom-shocking once every seven years. Stocking of fish has been limited to walleyes and muskies.

· Resident Stewardship: Kery Kafka reported that this task force recommended a permanent committee to follow up its main issues. The top three priorities ranked by the task force were shoreland restoration, fertilizer use and lighting issues. The task force has set up a well water testing program for June 2008. She provided a handout to members showing a before and after look at shoreland restoration.
2. Action Committee Reports

· Aquatic Plant Management: Kery Kafka described the $105,000 four-year grant that the CLPA obtained through the DNR. The 50 percent grant will be matched by town and CLPA funds. It includes funds for monitoring and treating Eurasian Water Milfoil and other invasives, continuing the boat monitoring program, a lake survey and training of volunteers to map aquatic vegetation. Russ Kafka is seeking volunteers for the mapping program. Kery said there will be a meeting June 18 to begin aquatic plant training.

· Communications/Marketing: Dennis Thornton said the committee has several methods to inform members about lake news and issues. He and Jan Thornton put together four CLPA newsletters each year and they did semi-annual newsletters for Belle Plaine. A web site, www.cloverleaflakes.com, has been established and is frequently updated. Ed Stuebe sends out e-mails as required. A Directory is published every third year. And the committee is planning a Lake Fair and a pamphlet on sensitive areas of the lakes.

C. Gibson Island Report

Joy Krubsack, who chairs the town’s Gibson Island Stewardship Committee, reported that the acquisition of the property was completed and a dedication was held in July 2006. The committee has applied for a DNR grant that should be decided in June. Funds would be used to construct a boardwalk between the landward lot and the isthmus to Gibson Island. The project would be completed after the bald eagles finish their nesting period, probably in late summer. She said the goal is to keep the island in a natural state, while maintaining trails for nature hikes.
D. Lake Stewardship Academy

Esther Letven announced formation of a Lake Stewardship Academy to provide education about lake issues for residents. Highlights include monthly sessions starting in January 2008, field trips to other lakes and making shoreland restoration grants available to participants. The first 20 participants will be accepted. The goal is to train residents to be stewards of the lakes and to pass along their knowledge to others. A design team will be formed soon to begin planning the curriculum.

E. Membership and Public Comments

A question was raised on whether the fish virus discovered in Lake Winnebago could get into the lakes via the Embarrass River. The dam at Pine Manor should prevent fish from entering the lakes.

Concern was expressed over the snails that cause swimmer’s itch. Dennis Krubsack said copper sulfate had been used to kill the snails, but its use is now illegal. Snails can be removed manually. Another concern was raised about mercury in the lakes. The answer was that there is mercury, from air pollution in all of Wisconsin’s lakes.
Dan Bleck praised the CLPA board for many positive changes. He had concerns about spotlights shining on the lakes, about outdoor burning and about theft of plastic turtles used to remind residents not to speed.

Another concern was about carp in the lakes. Chris Sampson said the DNR had reported that the number of carp was not excessive. 

Howard Unrath moved, Esther Letven seconded adjournment of the meeting. All in favor. Adjourned at 3:10 p.m.

- Recorded by Dennis Thornton

